SEATTLE'S CENTRAL LIBRARY

Another provocative building is in the works for Seattle, a $§159 million library that offers revolutionary design inside and out. The mission, by Rem Koolluas
and his OMA architects in the Netherlands, in partnership with LMIN of Seattle, is a building that will honor books and prepare for ambitious techmology.

The exterior is striking, even startling: sheets of glass and metal enclosing airy spaces inside and stretched like latticework between suspended

transfucent blocks. The design, according fo OMA/LMN literature, "captures the five floating boxes like a butterfly net."

The skin
The building will be
emazed ina skin of copper
and glasa. Stes] pipes and
I-henms = locked it
clireied alheapes = will
support the glass between
the boses, The system is
degiined to abanrh
lateral movement
catged by
anything from
Wirklstorme Lo
carthguakes,
f’_,_,-' Heavier supports
will acd arability to the
/’JJ floars containing the main
i book colkection,

How the
design evolved

At firet glance, it is easy to miss the logmc of this
coppery crigscrnss of o bukdimg. But the design
atarted from a peactical comsideration: What activities
will thiz building be reguired to handle and how could
garmlar funetons ke proaped together?

A tour of new big-city libraries showed a tendency toward generic
gpaces that serve either as reading rooms or book stacks, for
example, depending on changing needs, The problem, as

architocts saw it, is that storage space can crowd out public /
areas, and foew mooms are desgned with a diztinctive feel, =

The goal in Seattle is to create truly separate areas for each
function. After analyzing functions and space regquirements,
five broad categories emerped: administration and ataff,
collectiona, information, public epace and parking. The 'M._R
architects viswahized the spooe as Ave stacked boxes ard s

that as a starting point for the building s design.

SWINDOWS

The boxes, or sections, were repositioned to allow better views and

light. The headguarters on top was pushed east to look down Fifth

Avenue toward Mouwmt Eainier, and the area holding the main ook stacks
wits ndged rorth to offer reading-room views of Elott Bay, Moving those
upper floors also let more light inte the lower floors,

LY
What will be
inside
Tiee 11 floors and undenround garage of the
4247, 000-sguane-foot bualding wall be connected
by escalators, three pasemier levators sl one
freqght elevaton Of the 355 MM aquare feet that
rovike uge Uhe bbary stsell, 138,000 square bl
aid B, 906 shelves wall be dovatad tn
books. An atrium nees from the
Fourth Avenoe level to the 11t
floog, where it 18 topped with ;
plass, Whale some floor-plan Eﬁﬂﬁm 5
details could chaiuie, the -
plan 12 mosthy in
e,

ATRIUM COFPER FRAME

Headguarters

Function: Sdusmiatration of citywide public library svstem,

Fearurss: Two oo of offices md moptms roons, Yeows of Mount Bamaer froan twe southaast
ciamer some geyernment publecatiome will be stoved hens, and as more anz gaoed modgntal I,

OFFICES e ofiiee space will become avalable. The roal will be covered with prass so the bulding hoeoks
altrachyve brom above,

Collections | |
SPIEALIMG

Functian: Housmg for nomfction colkecton, main readimg BAMP
ITHAT.

Feabturas: A gradual shpe =—an angle of about 2 depress=—
wineds through founr floors of boole stacks, The desgm
BICEL allores fonr both hrowwsing: and quick searches, with escalator
— STACKS and elevator stops labeled with Dewey Decimal System
mumbers correspomding to materials on each floor.
Booleshelves wom't be packed to capacity, =0 the collection
can grow substantalle

The idea 15 bo keep the nenfiction collection in one reliable,
spacinus place and avoid the comfusion of shafting boaks
min other moms. The slope will be gentle enough for
wherkhairs and ook cart=. Aisles Between shelves will be flat, Bl d sty

[NFORMATION COUNTERS

Mezzanine

Funst iomn:  Infirmation and reseanch.

COMPUTER MEETIMG BEOOM=
STATTONS ' '
Featuresr Two floms, On the upper floog o duster of information desks that architects call the “mixing
chambszr' or "trading floor' This iz the principal area for getting started on a seanch, Computer stations
and reading amd rescarch arcas ave alzo on this foor The lower floor contaims computanr labs ad meeting
PO,

Entrance levels
Fifth Avenue

COMPUTER LAEBS
AND MEETING ROOMS

FICTIOM
COLLECTION

Funckian: Public space, budlding entanee, fictiom oollection, teen area, cabe,

Featurns: Large, imformal area known as the "living moom' features seatmg and outlets to plug in laptop
computers. Escalators lead up to mformation areas and down to Foarth Avenee kevel, Fietiom oollection

é . T ' E: = . e i= atoved in area urder mezzanine, Teen area on Fifth Avenue =ide,
/' ‘ 5 = i R : / WA Fourth Avenue

Funckion: Mam entrance: ares geared Lowand pmns whe apeak Ernpdish ag a socomd Lmguage,
chilbdren s amea, study mesom, awditorum, efaff area.

iE?EI;:]E Featuras: Dropolf lane in fonl Thas Oeor, in pacticular, may see changes m layout
Staff level, garage
Funckion: Parking, staff offices, shipping and receivimg.
El;li%ml -E Features: Saff floor betaeen Fourth and Fifth avenee kevels includes delivery bays with entrance on
= v STAFF AREA Madizom Srect, staff entrance on Spring Strect. Kamg o undersround garage is on Spring Street.
X 'E- ESL ARE: Stepped termraces along Springs Street, of tanslucent glass and steel, alkw ght mto the section of the
oL AREA bpldingr bekw,
EH[LDR]EEH':-C STUDY Roeibd
A
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Statistics

Haight 185 feer from Fourth Ave. Book collackion: current A5, 1K10
) I Lot Dimenaions 24 feet per zide g e diy a7s, o
AVIRTORILM Floorsa 11 in 25 years 1,434,000
Floor area; ko A5G AW g, .

Saramy T2 0010 =0, Coat 1 comsiruciion &1 15 millicm
GARAGE Garage parking 177 stall= epuifrment, foes, efc, 40 million
Iuditorium seating 2 Tt 155 million
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